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President Paul Biya’s  traditional end-of-year message to the 
Cameroon nation 

 
 
- Cameroonians, my dear compatriots, 
 
At this same time last year, I told you that 2004 would be an important year for 
Cameroon. 
 
Indeed, it has been so in various respects. 
 
First of all, our country has continued to enjoy enviable peace and stability. Never should 
this be taken for granted. One needs only look around us to be convinced. Let unbiased 
observers give credit where it is due. For my part, I will say that to a large extent, we owe 
this to you my dear compatriots, to your good sense and your sound judgement. 
 
You have been able to withstand various day-to-day challenges and stifle your legitimate 
frustrations in order not to jeopardise the future. 
 
In the past year, we consolidated and improved our democratic system. The National 
Assembly passed the laws on decentralization. The roles of the National Commission on 
Human Rights and of the National Elections Observatory have been strengthened. When 
the Senate provided for by the Constitution would have been set up, we would nearly 
have achieved our goal. 
 
Slowly but surely, we are acquiring that famous culture of democracy which is our 
objective. 
 
In this regard, the recent presidential election afforded us the opportunity to conduct a 
true life test. A successful test, I dare say. Except for a few minor flaws, polling was 
hitch-free and virtually without incident. This was acknowledged by most of the 
observers. 
 
Once again, Cameroonians of all leanings have shown proof of their maturity. What we 
need to do in future — but this is mostly the responsibility of political parties — is to 
ensure a larger voter turn-out in order to broaden the base of our democratic system. 
 
At the economic and financial level 2Q04 was not a bad year. Our growth rate remained 
at around 5%, inflation was contained at between 1 and 2% and deficits maintained at 
very reasonable levels. The implementation of our three-year programme went on 
satisfactorily. The rise in oil prices and the good performance of those of our basic 
commodities had a positive impact on our trade balance; though this was undermined by 
a weakening dollar. 
 



http://www.postnewsline.com/ 2

Conversely, it must be acknowledged there are some setbacks as concerns budgetary 
slippages, inadequate disbursement of available funds and delays in implementing our 
structural reforms. 
 
However, remarkable progress was made last year in the domains of health and 
education. Besides the opening of many health centres and the facilities provided to 
hospitals, the strong actions taken to combat AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria are 
noteworthy. It is necessary to recall in particular the drop in treatment costs of these 
diseases and even the free treatment for tuberculosis. 
 
In education, there were significant achievements in terms of classrooms built, 
distribution of school supplies or recruitment of teaching staff. 
 
Various infrastructure works, notably roads, were also undertaken over the past twelve 
months. They help improve the living conditions of our people which, as you know, is 
one of my priorities. 
 
In this connection, much remains to be done: 
 
Firstly, reducing unemployment which, despite our efforts, is still a cause for concern. I 
will dwell on this point in a while. 
 
Secondly, improving the still largely inadequate access to water and electricity. As the 
saying goes, water is life. It is precisely drinking water that is lacking most in our rural 
areas and in some neighbourhoods of our big towns. As for electricity, it is not only the 
comfort of daily life but also a must for boosting industry. In these two respects, we have 
lagged behind enormously and must catch up by all means. 
 
Thirdly, coping with the housing shortage. Indeed too many people are poorly housed or 
are unable to find decent housing. Substantial efforts will be needed to remedy this 
situation. 
 
My Dear Compatriots, 
 
Over the past few years, we have endeavoured, following the crisis years, to recover lost 
ground and put things back on track. We now need to look beyond our immediate future 
and aim higher and farther. 
 
That is why I have placed this new seven-year term under the banner of “greater 
achievements for Cameroon”. I want you to know that this is not a mere slogan but rather 
the assertion of a strong political will to move forward. 
 
What does it really mean in concrete terms? 
 
It means that we will continue to forge ahead resolutely on the path of democracy: 
 



http://www.postnewsline.com/ 3

— by streamlining our system; 
 
— by involving our people more in public affairs; 
 
— by ensuring respect for human rights; 
 
— by defending the general interest, notably by combating fraud and corruption. 
 
It also means that we will strive to boost the performance of our economy, in other 
words, to achieve real change in this sector. 
 
In the immediate, it will be necessary to redress the slippages noted in public finances, to 
speed up our structural reforms and the rate of consumption of funds made available to 
us. As such, salaries and pensions will be paid regularly, the domestic debt will, be 
progressively settled and the Post Office Savings Bank will be resourced. At the same 
time, negotiation with the Bretton Woods institutions will be actively pursued to enable 
us to reach the completion point of the HIPC initiative as soon as possible. 
 
Without delay, we need to clearly define the content of the major agricultural, industrial, 
energy and tourist policies that I have already addressed on several occasions. Similarly, 
we need to formulate a vast infrastructure development programme to be executed during 
this seven-year term. 
 
I expect a lot from these policies to boost growth, and in general, to harness efforts in all 
sectors. 
 
There is reason to hope for favourable business opportunities for our farmers, our Small-
and Medium-size Industries and undertakings, and our industrial and commercial 
enterprises, thus leading to a foreseeable drop in unemployment. Indeed there is no doubt 
that only increased growth can generate more jobs. 
 
This new economic dispensation is achievable only through a close and trustful 
partnership with the private sector, entailing constant consultation between the latter and 
the administration. Our investment Charter should permit the creation of art enabling 
environment for national and foreign companies wishing to invest in our country. The 
National Investment Corporation is well placed to play a leading role in such a context. 
 
Earlier on, I mentioned the importance I attach to the improvement of the living 
conditions of our people and to social progress in general. 
 
It goes without saying that we will pursue ongoing efforts in the public health and 
education sectors. As concerns the latter, emphasis will be laid on professionalization to 
increase prospects for employment. 
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The ministries responsible for water, electricity and housing will, I insist, take strong 
measures to facilitate access to these amenities. I will personally monitor developments 
in these areas. 
 
I started by expressing satisfaction at the peace and stability prevailing in our country, 
and without which nothing can be achieved. Rest assured that all will be done so that we 
can continue to live and work in peace and security. In this respect, the reform of our 
armed forces, which is already effective, will be an invaluable asset. 
 
Furthermore, while jealously ensuring strict respect for our sovereignty and for our 
territorial integrity, we will, with patience and vigilance, continue with our policy of good 
neighbourliness which is founded on compliance with international law and the will to 
maintain friendly and cooperation ties with our closest partners. 
 
Regarding security in our urban and rural areas, we shall continue to be vigilant. We will 
step up the fight against all forms of crime by providing the forces of law and order with 
the necessary means. 
 
Cameroonians, 
 
Dear Compatriots, 
 
I am fully aware that the lofty goals I have set will not be easy to attain. Obviously, this 
task will require substantial and long-term efforts. 
 
That is why, to see it through, I formed a government tailored to the challenges inherent 
in our “greater achievements”. 
 
I want to believe that those who have been appointed to accomplish this mission will be 
totally committed, devoting all their skills and determination to their work. I urge you to 
lend them your support so that, together, we can build that bright future worthy of our 
country. 
 
In this hope, I am pleased to extend to you all, my most sincere wishes of good health and 
happiness in the New Year. 
 
Before ending this traditional message, I wish to express the deepest sympathies of the 
Cameroonian people and mine for the countless victims of the earthquake that recently 
occurred in the Indian Ocean and to extend to the countries affected by this disaster and 
their peoples our heartfelt condolences. 
 
My Dear Compatriots, 
 
Happy New Year 2005! 
 
Long live Cameroon! 


