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'Southern Cameroon Is Still Not Free'
James Akonteh, an SCNC activist, speaks to an Ohmynews citizen 
reporter
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How will introduce yourself?

I am James Akonteh, a native of former 
Southern Cameroon, based in the U.K.

Why do you prefer to identify yourself 
with a defunct territory, rather than your 
motherland, Cameroon?

Let me say that Southern Cameroon and 
Cameroon are entirely two different 
countries, although historically they had 
been one country until the end of the 
First World War. As you know, upon the 
defeat of the Germans in Cameroon in 
1916 by the combined forces of the 
British and the French, these two divided the country amongst 
themselves, and administered them as such under the UN 
trusteeship. France got the larger half, that is about two-thirds of 
the territory, and named it La Republique Du Cameroun, or simply 
Cameroon. The British called their own territory The Cameroons, 
and that name was later changed to Southern Cameroon. 

The two states, as you also know, got two separate independences 
from their former colonial masters in the 1960s. Cameroon got its 
independence from France in 1960, and we, Southern Cameroon, 
got ours in 1961. Unfortunately, we hardly enjoyed our 
independence before we were re-colonized by our neighbors under 
the guise of "national unity." That is unacceptable in international 
law, as you know. We are entitled to a right of self-determination.

How were you re-colonized?

Well, on attaining independence from Britain, the new president of 
Cameroon, Ahmadou Ahidjo, bribed our Prime Minister at the 
time, John Ngu Foncha, to unite our country with his. Foncha 
reluctantly accepted the offer on the grounds that the two 
countries would retain their autonomy and colonial heritage. It was 
further agreed that a plebiscite would be organized in 30 years to 
determine whether the two territories should continue to live as 
one.

But let me say Foncha took a unilateral decision, and that was of 
course not binding on Southern Cameroon.

You mean to say the decisions of your prime minister at the time 
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were not binding on the country?

Well, every legitimate decision of our PM was of course binding on 
the country, but as I just explained, his unilateral decision was 
based on illegality. He took an undisclosed sum of money to sell 
his own country. No head of government anywhere in the world 
has the right to sell his country. That was an ultra vires decision.

What is that?

I mean to say he went beyond the powers conferred on him. It was 
a total abuse of power. Foncha was of course confused with 
power. As you know, power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.

You said earlier that you are based in the UK, so why are here in 
Helsinki at the moment?

That is a very important question. I have just explained that 
although Britain gave us independence, Southern Cameroon is 
unfortunately still not free. It is still under the occupation of La 
Republique du Cameroun.

Thank God, we now have a liberation movement, the Southern 
Cameroons National Council (SCNC), that has not only given our 
oppressors hard times but is very close to liberating the beloved 
country. In fact, the Biya government is very, very unpopular in 
Southern Cameroon.

I am the Deputy Political Affairs coordinator of SCNC operations in 
the U.K. Sometime in April, Biya sent envoye speciales throughout 
Europe to lure the leaders of SCNC in the diaspora to mobilize our 
militants to join him in celebrating the so-called "national day." 
which just passed on May 20. We of the SCNC saw this as 
provocation, so we decided to dispatch our own roving 
ambassadors to travel across Europe to tell our compatriots not to 
be bought over, but to remain true to the SCNC cause. As one of 
the roving ambassadors, I find myself here at the moment. The 
faithful have received our words with a lot of enthusiasm, and are 
motivated more than ever.

We staged a series of successful protests at the Cameroon 
embassies across Europe on that day, thanks to our genuine 
mobilization. Guests that were invited to witness the so-called 
national day celebrations became acquainted with the realities on 
the ground back in "Cameroon."

You acquired two separate independences, but have a common 
national day?

An imposed national day, yes. On May 20 1972, a little over a 
decade after Ahidjo and Foncha "married" their two countries, the 
former called a fake referendum in what became known as the 
Foumban Conference, and there Ahidjo abolished the federal 
government in favor of a unity government, and a new name, "The 
United Republic of Cameron" was adopted.
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The present president of Cameroon, Paul Biya, thought that name 
was a limitation to his authority in Southern Cameroon, as it 
appears to put the two territories on an equal level. So, in 1982, 
he unilaterally changed that name to The Republic of Cameroon, a 
translation of the former name of Cameroon. In other words, he 
was by so doing imposing total hegemony on us. It is then that our 
eyes opened up, and the SCNC got its roots to challenge this new 
illegality, the last straw that breaks the camel's back. It is thanks 
to the SCNC that the back of Southern Cameroon can never be 
bent.

What is wrong in having a united country? After all, the two 
territories are historically one.

National unity is felt, not imposed. There is nothing wrong in 
having two Koreas, two Cypruses, two Americas, two Guineas, and 
you name the rest. All these places were historically one before.

Mr. Akonteh, thanks for accepting to share your views with us.

Don't mention it
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